Table of contents 


1. Apostles’ Creed 


2. Introduction 


3. Lollardy in history and theory 


4, Sources of doctrine 


5. Sacraments 


6. Baptism 


7. Communion 


8. Infants’ dedication 


9. Marriage 


10. 
ii; 
12, 
TS: 
14. 
1: 
16. 
Iz 
18. 
Le: 
20, 
2d, 
22, 
23; 


Priesthood 
Ministers 
Congregationalism and regional councils 
Icons and relics 
Mary and the saints 
Pilgrimage 

Politics and ideology 
Sexualiity 

Chapels 

Peace 

Nature 

Worship and liturgy 
Monasticism 


Summary 


! believe in God, the Father almighty, 


creator of heaven and earth. 


! believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended to heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 


From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 


| believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy universal church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting. Amen. 


Introduction 


Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away. 


In a world filled with diverse Christian traditions and interpretations, it is important to 
reflect on the voices that have shaped our faith throughout history. This book aims to rekindle 
the spirit of the Lollards, a movement that emerged during the 14th and 15th centuries, and to 
restore their teachings to relevance in our modern context. 


The Lollards were a group of faithful individuals who sought to reform the Church and bring it 
back to its biblical roots. They emphasized the primacy of the Scriptures and the Gospel 
message as the core of the Christian faith. Today, as we navigate a landscape where political 
ideologies, secular influences, and subjective experiences often overshadow the profound 
truths of the Gospel, the Lollards' message rings particularly relevant. 


This book invites you to journey alongside the Lollards and explore their teachings. It aims to 
present their core principles in a way that encourages readers to follow Christ, following the 
path illuminated by the Lollards. Whether you choose to join a larger community that embraces 
Lollard ideals or prefer to practice their teachings on your own, the ultimate goal is to deepen 
your relationship with God and live out the Gospel in a meaningful way. 


It is crucial to emphasize that this book does not seek to discredit or dismiss other Christian 
traditions. On the contrary, it is written with the utmost respect for the rich tapestry of beliefs 
and practices within the body of Christ. We acknowledge that each individual's spiritual journey 
is unique, and there are many valid paths to encountering God's truth. 


In recalling the message of the Lollards, we aim to shed light on their contributions and draw 
inspiration from their unwavering commitment to the Bible and the Gospel. We believe that 
their teachings have enduring value, and by engaging with them, we can revitalize our faith and 
reclaim the essence of Christianity in a world often distracted by worldly concerns. 


So, whether you are curious about the history of the Lollards, seeking a deeper understanding 
of the Scriptures, or yearning for a fresh perspective on your faith, we invite you to embark on 
this journey of rediscovery. May it inspire you to follow Christ in the footsteps of the Lollards 
and help build a community rooted in the unchanging truths of the Gospel. 


If you would like to follow Jesus in the path of Lollardy on your own, if you would like to built 
Lollardy communion actively, if you just want to know more about Lollardy you can check 
Lollardy Communion page on facebook or send e-mail to: lollardycommunion@gmail.com 


Lollardy in theory and history 


During the late medieval period in England, a wave of religious reform began to 
challenge the established norms of the Catholic Church. This movement, known as Lollardy, 
emerged as a response to the corruption and abuses prevalent within the church hierarchy. 
Lollardy drew its inspiration from the teachings of John Wycliffe, an Oxford theologian and 
philosopher. 


John Wycliffe, born in the early 14th century, dedicated his life to studying Scripture and 
promoting a return to the simplicity and purity of early Christianity. He believed that the Bible 
should be accessible to all believers in their own language, rather than being restricted to Latin, 
the language of the educated clergy. Wycliffe's translation of the Bible into English allowed a 
broader audience to engage with the Word of God directly. 


Wycliffe's teachings challenged the authority of the papacy and the clergy, emphasizing the 
supremacy of Scripture over church traditions and hierarchical structures. He criticized the 
wealth and materialism of the church, advocating for a more humble and spiritually focused 
approach to Christianity. Wycliffe's ideas resonated with many people who were disillusioned 
with the opulence and moral decadence of the church. 


At the heart of John Wycliffe's teachings was his belief in the supreme authority of 
Scripture. He argued that the Bible was the ultimate source of divine revelation and should 
guide the beliefs and practices of the church. Wycliffe contended that individuals should have 
direct access to the Scriptures in their own language to develop a personal relationship with 
God. 


Wycliffe's translation of the Bible into English was a groundbreaking endeavor that aimed to 
empower ordinary people with the ability to read and interpret the Word of God independently. 
This vernacular translation not only facilitated a deeper understanding of Scripture but also 
challenged the monopoly of the clergy over religious knowledge. 


Another central aspect of Wycliffe's teachings was his criticism of the church's wealth and 
materialism. He believed that the accumulation of wealth by the clergy corrupted their spiritual 
integrity and hindered the church's mission. Wycliffe advocated for a return to apostolic poverty 
and a simpler lifestyle, echoing the ideals of early Christianity. 


Additionally, Wycliffe condemned the practice of indulgences and the belief in 
transubstantiation, asserting that they lacked biblical basis. His rejection of these traditional 
doctrines further distinguished him as a figure challenging the authority of the church. 


By promoting these ideas, Wycliffe laid the foundation for a religious movement that sought to 
reform the church from within. The teachings of John Wycliffe served as a catalyst for change 
and inspired generations of followers who would later be known as Lollards. 


The emergence of Lollardy was not an isolated event in the history of religious dissent. 
Prior to the rise of the Lollards, there were several similar movements and individuals who 
espoused beliefs that foreshadowed the ideas championed by John Wycliffe and his followers. 
Understanding this broader context helps to highlight the continuity and lasting impact of 
Lollard beliefs. 


One such precursor to Lollardy was Claudius of Turin, the Bishop of Turin in the 9th century. 
Claudius was a vocal critic of the growing corruption within the church and advocated for a 
return to biblical principles. He emphasized the authority of Scripture and the need for personal 
spiritual renewal. His teachings resonated with many who sought a purer expression of 
Christianity. 


Another significant influence on Lollardy was the Waldensians, a religious movement that 
emerged in the 12th century. The Waldensians believed in the importance of preaching the 
Gospel in the vernacular and rejecting the excessive wealth and materialism of the Catholic 
Church. They lived simple lives and emphasized the authority of Scripture as the ultimate guide 
for faith and practice. 


These earlier movements and figures played a crucial role in shaping the intellectual and 
religious climate in Europe, setting the stage for the ideas that would later be embraced by the 
Lollards. John Wycliffe drew inspiration from these predecessors and built upon their teachings, 
creating a distinct movement known as Lollardy. 


In the years following Wycliffe's time, the teachings of Lollardy had a profound impact 
on Jan Hus and the Hussites. Hus was aware of Lollard teachings and found himself influenced 
by their ideas. The common ground between Lollards and Hussites provided a foundation for 
the later Reformation, where many points of their teachings were embraced by the reformers 
who followed. 


However, a significant portion of the Lollards disappeared due to persecution. Only small groups 
managed to survive and eventually joined the larger Reformation movement. While they ceased 
to exist aS a separate entity, their teachings were carried on by various separatist groups, 
particularly the Anabaptists, who were influenced by both Wycliffe and Lollard thought. 
Although the exact nature of their relationship remains unclear to us today, it is widely accepted 
that they shared many commonalities, and the influence of Lollardy was evident in the 
teachings of the Anabaptist movement. As we can read in anabaptist encyclopedia GAMEO: 


Relationship between Anabaptists and Lollards during the early Reformation in England is 
obscure. The spiritualistic character of Lollardy provided a fertile soil for the Dutch-Flemish 
variety of Anabaptism, and it may be said, at least in a generic sense, that "new Anabaptist 

was but old Lollard writ Dutch" (E. G. Rupp). Nevertheless, in the 1530's Anabaptism 
supplanted Lollardy in name as well as in doctrine and became the left wing of the English 
Reformation. 


Even in the present day, the message of Lollardy holds relevance, perhaps even more 
so. Many Christian groups have become entangled in political or secular ideologies, whether 
right-wing or left-wing, shifting their focus away from the core of the Gospel. Others prioritize 
a subjective experience or emotional feelings over a deep understanding of biblical teachings. 
Lollardy, on the other hand, emphasizes the importance of the Bible and the Gospel as the 
foundations of the Church. Its call to return to these fundamental truths resonates strongly ina 
time when the distractions and distortions of the world often cloud the essence of Christian 
faith. 


It is crucial to note that this book does not seek to diminish or discredit other Christian traditions 
or denominations. Every believer is on their unique journey of faith, and each tradition has its 
own valuable contributions to make. However, the aim is to recall the message of Lollardy as a 
response to the specific challenges faced by modern-day Christianity. 


The restoration of Lollardy does not propose itself as the only way or the ultimate solution. 
Instead, it offers an alternative perspective and a renewed focus on certain key principles. By 
re-engaging with the teachings of John Wycliffe and the Lollards, believers have the opportunity 
to rediscover a faith grounded in biblical authority, personal spiritual responsibility, and a 
rejection of worldly corruptions. 


In embracing the message of Lollardy, believers can find inspiration to address the challenges 
of modern Christianity while staying rooted in the enduring teachings of Christ. The restoration 
of Lollardy is an invitation to reflect, reevaluate, and recommit ourselves to a faith that is 
centered on the Word of God and focused on pursuing a genuine and transformative 
relationship with Him. 


Sources of doctrine 


One distinct characteristic of Lollardy is its reliance on the Bible as the primary source 
of doctrine and authority. While the Lollards did produce numerous texts, they did not create 
specific theological treatises or doctrinal books akin to catechisms or symbolic books found in 
other denominations. 


The Lollards place great importance on the direct study and interpretation of Scripture. We 
believe that every individual had the right and responsibility to engage with the Word of God 
independently, without the need for intermediaries or the hierarchical structures of the church. 
This emphasis on personal engagement with the Bible was a foundational aspect of Lollard 
theology. 


Among the writings associated with Lollardy, two notable texts are the "Twelve Conclusions" 
and the "Thirty-Seven Articles." The "Twelve Conclusions" were a series of statements that 
summarized key Lollard beliefs and criticisms of the Catholic Church. These conclusions covered 
a range of topics, including the authority of Scripture, the nature of the priesthood, and the 
corruption within the church. 


The "Thirty-Seven Articles," also known as the "Lollard Articles," further elaborated on specific 
theological points and teachings of the Lollards. These articles addressed subjects such as the 
Eucharist, the role of the priesthood, and the necessity of personal faith and good works. 


While these texts provided a framework for Lollard beliefs, it is important to note that the 
Lollards did not seek to create an exhaustive theological system or a comprehensive doctrinal 
guide. Their focus was primarily on returning to the teachings and principles found within the 
Bible itself. 


By emphasizing the authority of Scripture, the Lollards aimed to challenge the prevailing 
practices and teachings of the Catholic Church, which they believed had deviated from the 
biblical foundation. They encouraged believers to read and interpret the Bible for themselves, 
seeking a direct understanding of God's Word and relying on its teachings as the ultimate guide 
for faith and practice. 


The absence of a specific catechism or symbolic book within Lollardy reflects conviction that 
Scripture alone is sufficient for spiritual guidance and instruction. The Lollards see the Bible as 
a living and relevant text that provided the necessary guidance for believers in all aspects of life 
and faith. 


In essence, the Lollards emphasize the primacy of Scripture as the ultimate source of doctrine 
and rejected the need for extraneous texts or authoritative structures. Their writings, including 
the "Twelve Conclusions" and the "Thirty-Seven Articles," served to articulate their core beliefs 
and critiques, but the Bible remain the central and foundational text for Lollard theology. 


Beliefs and practices 


Baptism 


Sacraments hold a significant place in Christian theology, as they are considered visible 
signs of God's grace and symbols of the unity of the Church. These sacred rituals were 
established by Jesus Christ himself and have been practiced throughout the history of 
Christianity. However, it is important to note that sacraments, are not essential for salvation and 
do not directly contribute to one's eternal destiny. 


In Lollard theology, the emphasis on personal faith mean that salvation is not contingent upon 
participating in sacramental rituals. While the Lollards recognized the importance of sacraments 
as a communal expression of faith and unity, we believe that salvation is ultimately a matter of 
individual faith in Christ and the grace of God. 


The Lollards' perspective on sacraments reflect broader theological emphasis on individual 
spiritual responsibility and direct engagement with Scripture. By recognizing the symbolic 
nature of sacraments and their non-essential role in salvation, Lollardy sought to redirect the 
focus of believers toward a deeper understanding of faith and personal devotion. 


Baptism is viewed as a symbolic act representing the cleansing of sins and the initiation into the 
community of believers, the Church. The emphasis is placed on conscious, voluntary baptism, 
suggesting that individuals should be baptized at an age of understanding. However, it is 
important to note that baptism, while significant, is not directly linked to one's salvation . 


Baptism is a significant act not only because it symbolizes the cleansing of sins and the initiation 
into the community of believers but also because it finds its roots in biblical precedent. The 
practice of baptism is seen as meaningful because John the Baptist baptized Jesus, signifying 
the importance of this ritual. Furthermore, the apostles themselves carried on the tradition of 
baptism, reinforcing its significance within the early Christian community. 


How to baptize? 


Everyone should accept the value of baptism by immersion as an apostolic practice, but at the 
same time we have to acknowledge that not all congregations have a baptistery or access to a 
river for immersion. The church should emphasize simplicity. For this reason, the recommended 
method of baptism is to pour water on the head three times in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. The person being baptised should kneel. 


Everyone is accountable to God for his or her own actions and decisions, so one should 
not expect long and arduous preparations before baptism or some kind of report on why 
someone has made such a decision. Of course, one should not baptise hastily either. Once the 
decision to be baptised has been made, a certain period of time should be waited and especially 
the day before should be spent in prayer, meditation and reassurance of one's decision. 
Ultimately, everyone will answer to God himself if he has decided to be baptised for unworthy 
reasons. 


Communion 


Communion, or the Eucharist, is regarded as a symbolic act of remembering Christ's 
sacrifice. Lollards place importance on Jesus' instruction to partake in communion as a means 
of commemorating His sacrifice. However, theories of transubstantiation or the belief in the 
physical transformation of the bread and wine into the literal body and blood of Christ should 
be rejected. Jesus presence in the eucharist is real, but spiritual. Likewise, Church discourages 
any form of eucharistic cult or excessive veneration of the elements. Instead, Church should 
understand communion as a symbolic representation of Christ's sacrifice, providing spiritual 
nourishment and fostering a remembrance of His redemptive work. 


How to prepare communion? 


The practice of communion within the Church emphasizes the importance of offering 
both forms of the sacrament, bread, and wine. While the Bible does not definitively settle the 
question of whether the bread should be leavened or unleavened, it is recommended to 
celebrate it according to local customs. Considering the connection between the Last Supper 
and the Passover, using small matzos for each participant may be considered, but it is not an 
obligatory rule. 


When it comes to the bread, if the congregation chooses to have leavended bread, it should be 
served in small portions. As for the wine, it can be served either from a single cup or from small 
individual cups placed on a tray, depending on local custom. 


The specific course of communion may vary according to local practices, but the following is a 
recommended approach: Participants wait in a line and come to the table in groups for example 
three or five. The pastor gives the bread to the first person and then the wine, which is then 
passed from hand to hand among the participants. Once it reaches the end, it is returned to the 
pastor and the table, and the next group of five persons approach the table. Alternatively, the 
pastor may pass the trays to each person in turn, rather than just the first person. 


Infants’ dedication 


Infant dedication is seen as a practice that is distinct from baptism but still holds 
significance. We should draw inspiration from biblical examples, such as when Jesus was 
presented in the temple and when He welcomed children to come to Him. These instances 
highlight the importance of acknowledging and dedicating children to God. 


Infant dedication involves a solemn act of offering children to God and seeking His blessing upon 
their lives. It is a way for parents and the faith community to express their commitment to 
raising the child in accordance with God's teachings and to pray for His guidance and protection. 


Unlike baptism, which is viewed as a conscious act of faith, infant dedication does not carry the 
belief that it directly affects a child's salvation. Instead, it serves as a public declaration of the 
parents’ desire to raise their child in the ways of God and seek His involvement in their lives. 


Through infant dedication, Church emphasizes the importance of recognizing children as part 
of God's covenant community and the responsibility to nurture them spiritually. It is a way of 


acknowledging that children are valued members of the faith community and that their 
upbringing should be centered on God's principles and teachings. 


Marriage 


Marriage is regarded as a sacred union between a man and a woman, grounded in the 
principles of love, commitment, and mutual support. Lollards view marriage as a covenantal 
relationship that reflects the relationship between Christ and His Church. 


We should emphasize the importance of marriage being based on love, respect, and equality 
between partners. We reject any notion of marriage being solely a contractual arrangement or 
a means for social or economic gain. Instead, Church promote the idea that marriage should be 
built upon a foundation of genuine affection and shared spiritual values. 


In line with the focus on personal responsibility and direct engagement with Scripture, We 
believe that marriage should be entered into willingly and with full understanding. We 
emphasize the importance of consent and the mutual agreement of both parties involved. 


Church upholds the belief that marriage is a lifelong commitment, and divorce is generally 
discouraged except in cases of severe marital discord or unfaithfulness. Chruch should 
encourage couples to work through their differences, seeking reconciliation and forgiveness 
within the context of their marriage. 


The Church does not conduct divorce trials. It accepts divorce for the reasons mentioned earlier 
and allows for remarriage depending on the circumstances. People who are divorced for all 
other reasons although they cannot marry in the eyes of the church and should not perform 
pastoral services are by no means excluded from church life. 


We should recognize the significance of the church's blessing on a marriage, but we see it as a 
symbolic affirmation of the union rather than a sacramental act. The focus remains on the 
mutual commitment and love between the spouses, with the recognition that their relationship 
is ultimately accountable to God. 


In summary, marriage is seen as a covenantal union based on love, mutual respect, and shared 
spiritual values. It is a lifelong commitment grounded in the teachings of Christ and reflective of 
the relationship between Christ and His Church. 


Priesthood 


The concept of the priesthood should be rooted in the belief in the "priesthood of all 
believers." We emphasize that all believers have direct access to God and can approach Him 
without the need for intermediaries or a hierarchical clergy. 


The notion of a distinct priestly class elevated above other believers should be rejected. Instead, 
We should see those serving in various roles within the church as ministers rather than clergy. 
These individuals fulfill specific functions within the community of believers, such as preaching, 
teaching, pastoral care, and administration. 


While recognizing the need for organizational structures within the church, Church should seek 
to avoid hierarchical systems that could foster spiritual elitism or create a separation between 
clergy and laity. We should emphasize the equality of all believers before God and the 
importance of mutual support and collaboration within the faith community. 


Ministers 


In the Church, certain roles and functions exist to support the spiritual and practical 
needs of the believers. These roles include presbyters, elders, and deacons. 


Presbyters (pastors) are individuals entrusted with leadership and oversight within the local 
faith community. They are chosen based on their spiritual maturity, wisdom, and ability to guide 
and nurture the believers. Presbyters are responsible for providing pastoral care, teaching, and 
facilitating the worship gatherings. 


Deacons, on the other hand, are individuals who serve the practical needs of the community. 
They are responsible for acts of service, such as caring for the poor, distributing resources, and 
tending to the physical needs of the congregation. Deacons embody the spirit of servanthood 
and assist in the practical functioning of the faith community 


Elders play a significant role in the community as well. They are individuals respected for their 
wisdom and experience in the faith. Elders work collegially, contribute to decision-making 
processes, provide counsel, and offer guidance to the community. Their role is to support and 
strengthen the spiritual well-being of the believers. Elders are not exactly seen as "ministers" 
like presbyters (pastors) and deacons, they are rather choosen from the local community, and 
don't need official theological training. 


It's important to note that these functions within Church are not seen as hierarchical positions 
of authority, but rather as roles of service and support. The focus is on the ministerial nature of 
these functions, where individuals contribute their gifts and talents for the betterment of the 
community. 


We believe that all believers have a role to play in serving and ministering to one another. The 
functions of presbyters, elders, and deacons exist to facilitate the spiritual growth, guidance, 
and practical care within the community, while maintaining an egalitarian and inclusive 
approach to leadership and service. 


Minister training and vestments 


The essence of the theological education of ministers should not be dismissed. 
Nevertheless, this possibility does not always exist. Therefore, if someone wishes to become a 
pastor, he should prepare himself for ministry under the guidance of other pastors and deacons 
for a period of several years- corresponding to the time he would have spent in theological 
studies. Firstly through minor services such as reading the Scriptures at services, then as a 
deacon, then preaching at the trial and finally, after approval by the other ministers and 
deacons, being ordained. The same applies to those wishing to serve as deacons, although here 
some elements may be omitted and others concentrated upon. 


A pastor should be a man according to the biblical requirements. Husband of one wife, unless 
he is widowed, in which case he may take on a second wife. He should have moral qualities. 
spiritual and intellectual qualities. Likewise, deacons, although here a woman is allowed to 
serve. 


The elders serve as coordinators, work with the pastor and the deacons, and are chosen by the 
congregation to lead it. 


Liturgical vestments used by ministers or another people leading service should be simple- 
preferably a white or black simple toga 


Congregationalism 


The basic and most important unit of the church is the congregation. We emphasize the 
autonomy and self-governance of each local congregation, promoting a decentralized model of 
church structure. 


The congregation, composed of believers within a specific locality, is seen as the primary 
expression of the body of Christ. We believe that each congregation has the right and 
responsibility to make decisions regarding its own affairs, including matters of worship, 
governance, and mission. 


This emphasis on congregational autonomy stems from the belief in the priesthood of all 
believers and the direct access each believer has to God. We reject the notion of a centralized 
ecclesiastical authority or hierarchy that exercises control over local congregations. 


Instead, we encourages the participation of all believers in the decision-making processes of 
the congregation. Matters of doctrine, discipline, and practical affairs are typically discussed and 
decided upon collectively, with an aim to foster a sense of ownership and shared responsibility 
within the faith community. 


We acknowledges the importance of intercongregational fellowship and cooperation but 
emphasize that decisions ultimately rest with the autonomous congregation. This allows each 
congregation to adapt to its unique context and respond to the specific needs and challenges it 
faces. 


By promoting congregational autonomy, we seek to empower believers, promote individual 
spiritual growth, and foster a sense of community ownership and engagement. It reflects the 
belief that the church is not an institution controlled by a select few, but a living body of 
believers actively participating in the work of God. 


How should be organised congregations and regional units? 


In the structure of the congregation, it is important to have elected elders who lead and 
coordinate the various works within the congregation. These elders, along with pastors and 
deacons, make decisions collectively. The elections for these positions should be held in regular 
cycles to ensure accountability and continuity of leadership. 


Furthermore, congregations come together to form a Council or Conference, usually at the 
national level. The purpose of this Council or Conference is to coordinate the works of the 


congregations, represent the Church in dealings with the government and other institutions, 
and oversee institutions that operate beyond the capacity of individual congregations, such as 
theological schools. If necessary, regional or other types of councils can also be formed. 


Similar to the congregation, every council should be led by a group of elders. This group should 
include pastors, deacons, and members from the general community. Each congregation 
chooses a representative who becomes a member of the electoral assembly. It is the electoral 
assembly that selects the elders to lead the Conference or Council. The Conference or Council 
should also be elected in regular cycles to ensure the continuous functioning and 
representation of the Church. 


By establishing this hierarchical structure with elected leaders at both the congregation and 
Council levels, the Church can effectively coordinate its activities, make collective decisions, and 
ensure representation and accountability within the community. 


Icons and relics 


We should place a strong emphasis on spiritual worship and devotion, focusing on the 
inner faith and personal relationship with God rather than external symbols or material objects. 


Iconoclasm in Lollardy stems from concerns that the veneration of icons and relics can lead to 
idolatry or a misplaced focus on physical representations rather than the spiritual essence of 
faith. We should advocate for a more abstract and symbolic approach to worship, emphasizing 
the importance of sincere devotion from the heart. 


Regarding relics, Lollardy tends to be cautious and skeptical. While relics are objects believed to 
be associated with saints or significant events in Christianity, We question the validity and 
effectiveness of relic veneration. We argue that true faith and spiritual growth are not 
dependent on relics but rather on a personal relationship with God and adherence to His 
teachings. 


Lollards encourage believers to direct their devotion and reverence towards God alone, viewing 
Him as the ultimate source of power and salvation. This emphasis on spiritual worship aligns 
with their rejection of external forms of religious expression that can potentially distract from 
the essence of faith. 


It's important to note that while Lollardy tends to be critical of icons and relics, this perspective 
does not invalidate the devotional practices of other Christian traditions that value and venerate 
these objects. We respect diverse beliefs and practices within the broader Christian community 
while offering an alternative perspective on spiritual worship. 


Mary and the saints 


While we have to acknowledge the significance of Mary as the mother of Jesus and respects 
her as a figure in Christian history, we should see Mary as a faithful disciple and believer. We 
have to emphasize the uniqueness of Christ's redemptive work and the sufficiency of His 
intercession on behalf of believers. 


Similarly, We should approache the veneration of saints with caution. While recognizing the 
faith and virtue exhibited by the saints, We have to prioritize the direct relationship between 
the individual believer and God. We have to emphasize the importance of seeking God's 
guidance and help directly rather than through intermediaries. 


We should highlight the belief that all believers have access to God's grace and can approach 
Him directly in prayer. They encourage a personal and intimate relationship with God, focusing 
on individual faith and the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. 


Pilgrimage 


Pilgrimage should be seen as a personal journey of spiritual devotion rather than a means of 
attaining special favors or blessings from specific holy sites. 


We emphasize personal growth that can be achieved through a pilgrimage. We see it as an 
opportunity for self-reflection, repentance, and deepening one's relationship with God. The 
focus is on the individual's commitment to seeking God's presence and guidance along the 
pilgrimage route. 


Rather than placing undue emphasis on external rituals or the veneration of specific relics, We 
prioritize the internal spiritual experience and connection with God. We believe that the true 
value of a pilgrimage lies in the devotion and sincerity of the pilgrim's heart, rather than the 
physical destination itself. 


We encourage pilgrims to approach their journey with humility, gratitude, and a desire for 
spiritual renewal. It is a time for personal reflection, prayer, and seeking spiritual guidance. The 
pilgrimage experience is meant to deepen one's understanding of faith, foster personal growth, 
and cultivate a greater sense of devotion to God. 


While We do not dismiss the significance of historical pilgrimage sites or the experiences of 
others, we emphasize that the true essence of pilgrimage lies in the inward journey of the 
individual believer. The focus is on the transformation of the pilgrim's heart, rather than the 
external acts or locations. We need to remember than there are no places which are more holy 
than other. 


Politics and ideology 


The Church should maintain a distinct separation from direct involvement in political 
matters and ideological movements. Lollards emphasize that the primary mission of the Church 
is to proclaim the Gospel, nurture spiritual growth, and provide pastoral care to believers. 


We advocate for the Church to remain neutral and impartial when it comes to endorsing specific 
political candidates, parties, or engaging in partisan ideologies. The focus is on the spiritual and 
moral guidance that the Church provides, rather than aligning itself with any particular political 
agenda. 


However, we do recognize that individuals within the Church have the freedom to participate in 
politics as responsible citizens. We acknowledge the importance of political engagement and 


the exercise of democratic rights, such as voting. They encourage believers to be informed, 
discerning, and actively involved in shaping society through political participation. 


While we discourage the Church as an institution from directly advocating for specific political 
positions or ideological movements, we acknowledge the value of individual believers 
contributing their perspectives and insights to public discourse. We believe that Christians can 
bring their faith-based values and ethics to bear on political decisions and work towards justice, 
compassion, and the common good. 


Ministers and politics 


Lollardy emphasizes the importance of maintaining a separation between their pastoral 
role and direct involvement in partisan politics. 


Lollardy discourages ministers from using their position and influence within the Church to 
promote specific political candidates or advance partisan agendas. The focus is on providing 
spiritual guidance, nurturing the faith of congregants, and creating an environment where 
believers can engage in respectful dialogue and discern their own political convictions. 


However, Lollardy recognizes that ministers, like any other individuals, have the right to 
participate in politics as responsible citizens. They are free to exercise their democratic rights, 
including voting and expressing their personal views outside their pastoral role. It is important 
for ministers to be transparent about their personal and political beliefs and ensure that these 
do not overshadow their primary responsibilities within the Church. Ministers may not hold 
political offices. 


Sexuality 


In Lollardy, the understanding of sexuality aligns with the traditional Christian view that 
marriage is a sacred union between a man and a woman. Lollards emphasize the biblical 
teachings regarding marriage and uphold the belief that sexual relationships are intended to be 
within the bounds of heterosexual marriage. 


We does not endorse or bless same-sex unions, as it adheres to the traditional interpretation 
of scripture regarding marriage. The Church is not able to change the definiton of marriage by 
personal decision of some authority or synod voting, because only the Holy Bible is the authority 
for the church, not human authorities. 


However, it is important to note that Church should also emphasizes the principle of respect 
and love for all individuals, including those who identify as homosexual. We encourage the 
Church to create an environment where all individuals, regardless of their sexual orientation, 
feel welcomed, valued, and respected. 


While Church can not support LGBT movements (or any other political or ideological 
movements) or engage in political activism regarding sexuality, it emphasizes the importance of 
treating all individuals with dignity, kindness, and respect. This includes providing pastoral care 
and support for individuals who may be grappling with issues related to their sexual orientation. 


We should encourage believers to follow the example of Jesus, who emphasized the importance 
of loving our neighbors and treating others as we would like to be treated. This means creating 
a safe and welcoming space within the Church where individuals can seek spiritual guidance, 
find solace, and experience the power of God's love. 


It's essential for the Church to balance its commitment to traditional teachings with a genuine 
spirit of inclusion and compassion, recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of every 
individual. Lollardy seeks to foster an environment where conversations about sexuality are 
conducted with grace, humility, and a desire to understand and support one another. 


Chapels 


Of course God does not live in buildings made by hands. We pray God everywhere. Anyway 
chapels hold a significant place as spaces for worship, spiritual gathering, and community 
engagement. 


it is highly desirable for each congregation to have its own chapel building. We have to 
remember however that chapels should be built and decorated with restraint, encouraging 
contemplation and prayer rather than the admiration of works of art, and should not resemble 
club scenes 


Peace 


Peace is highly valued as an essential aspect of the Christian faith. We emphasize the teachings 
of Jesus Christ, who advocated for peace, love, and reconciliation among all people. 


Church promote nonviolence as a central principle, encouraging believers to reject acts of 
aggression, hatred, and conflict. Lollards believe in the power of peace to transform individuals, 
communities, and societies, and they strive to embody this peace in their own lives. 


We emphasize the importance of pursuing peace in all relationships, whether it be within 
families, communities, or the broader world. This includes seeking forgiveness, practicing 
reconciliation, and striving to resolve conflicts through peaceful means. 


In the pursuit of peace, we encourage believers to be peacemakers in their interactions with 
others, promoting understanding, empathy, and compassion. This involves listening to different 
perspectives, engaging in constructive dialogue, and working towards common ground. 


We also emphasize the importance of inner peace, recognizing that true peace begins with the 
transformation of the individual heart and mind. Through prayer, meditation, and spiritual 
disciplines, believers are encouraged to cultivate inner peace, which can then overflow into 
their relationships and interactions with others. 


While we promote peace, we di not advocate for passivity or indifference in the face of injustice. 
Rather, we call for active engagement in seeking peace, justice, and reconciliation, both within 
the Church and in the world. 


Ultimately, peace in Lollardy is seen as a reflection of the love and grace of God, and believers 
are encouraged to be ambassadors of peace in a world that yearns for healing, understanding, 
and harmony, 


Nature 


Nature is regarded as a manifestation of God's divine creation and is deeply appreciated 
for its beauty, complexity, and interdependence. We recognize the importance of stewardship, 
understanding that humans have a responsibility to care for and protect the natural world. 


Lollardy encourages believers to see nature as a reflection of God's creativity and to develop a 
sense of awe and wonder towards the natural world. The intricate ecosystems, diverse species, 
and the harmony found in nature are seen as evidence of God's wisdom and care for His 
creation. 


As stewards of the Earth, we emphasize the importance of responsible and sustainable 
practices. This includes advocating for the preservation of biodiversity, the conservation of 
natural resources, and the promotion of environmental justice. 


Lollardy promotes a balanced and respectful relationship with nature, discouraging exploitation 
and the reckless destruction of ecosystems. Believers are encouraged to practice sustainable 
living, reducing waste, and adopting lifestyles that minimize harm to the environment. 


Furthermore, Lollardy recognizes the interconnectedness of all creation. The well-being of 
humans is intimately connected to the health and well-being of the natural world. We advocate 
for a holistic approach to environmental stewardship that considers the needs of both people 
and the planet. 


Lollardy also encourages believers to find spiritual solace and renewal through communion with 
nature. Spending time in natural settings, appreciating the beauty of creation, and engaging in 
contemplation and prayer can deepen one's connection with God and foster a sense of harmony 
with the Earth. 


By recognizing the inherent value of nature and embracing our role as caretakers, Lollardy 
promotes a holistic understanding of stewardship that encompasses not only the spiritual but 
also the ecological well-being of the planet. 


Worship Service 


The worship service should be characterized by simplicity, meaningfulness, and a focus 
on the essentials of the Christian faith. Lollards value structured worship that allows for active 
participation and a deep connection with God, while avoiding excessive rituals and empty 
verbosity. 


Worship service should follow a structured format, drawing inspiration from elements of 
traditional liturgy but with a streamlined and straightforward approach. The aim is to create a 
worship experience that is accessible, engaging, and spiritually enriching for all participants. 


Sermon or homily should be the central part of the service. Sermons should be based on biblical 
passages. Full of empty words and exaggeratedly long sermons should be avoided. 


Music and liturgy 


The service should encourage reflection and consideration. Rather, an organ or 'modern' 
instruments such as drums or electric guitars should not be used. While the variety of Christian 
music should be respected, that used at worship should be moderate. Although this is not a 
precept, itis worth considering a'capella singing or possibly piano accompaniment. If the church 
accepts a'capella singing, the function of a cantor who will lead the church in singing may be 
considered. 


It is recommended that women cover their heads with a loose headscarf during prayer and at 
services. Although this is also not a mandate but a recommended practice. 


Monasticism and intentional community 


Monastic life itself is not inherently negative. However, it is important to recognize that 
some monasteries may lose sight of their mission, neglecting their responsibility to serve the 
poor and the wider community. The primary focus of monastic communities should be on 
engaging in work that benefits the community and provides service to those in need. 
Additionally, it is essential to understand that monastic life is not superior or more holy than life 
within society. Instead of isolating monasteries, it may be more beneficial to establish 
communities where individuals can engage in communal prayer, meditation, and service to 
others. These communities can have formal structures and leaders, but their members can also 
have families and are not required to live in celibacy, as celibacy is not a requirement established 
by God. 


Summary 


Sources of Doctrine: Lollards emphasized the Bible as the primary source of authority and did 
not produce specific theological books like catechisms or symbolical texts. Notable Lollard 
writings include the 12 Conclusions and the 37 Articles. 


Sacraments: Lollards viewed sacraments as important symbols of church unity, established by 
Jesus, but not essential for salvation. Baptism symbolized the washing away of sins and joining 
the church, and Lollards emphasized baptism in conscious adulthood. Communion, based on 
Jesus' instructions, was seen as a memorial and rejected theories of transubstantiation or 
eucharistic cult. 


Church Structure: Lollardy emphasized the priesthood of all believers and rejected hierarchical 
distinctions. Functions such as presbyters, elders, and deacons existed, but they were 
considered as ministers rather than a distinct clergy. 


Ecclesiology: The basic church unit was the autonomous congregation, emphasizing the 
importance of local communities in worship, decision-making, and spiritual growth. 


Veneration and Relics: Lollardy rejected the veneration of icons and relics, considering them as 
potential sources of superstition and distraction from the true worship of God. 


Political and Ideological Engagement: Lollardy advocated for the separation of the Church from 
political and ideological movements, emphasizing the Church's role in preaching and spiritual 
guidance. However, individuals were encouraged to participate in politics and exercise their 
right to vote. 


Human Sexuality: Lollardy affirmed the union of a man and a woman as the accepted form of 
marriage and did not endorse or bless homosexual unions. However, Lollardy also emphasized 
respect and love for all individuals, including homosexuals, as taught by Jesus. 


Nature and Stewardship: Lollards recognized the divine creation and valued the stewardship of 
the natural world, promoting responsible and sustainable practices, as well as appreciating 
nature as a reflection of God's creativity and wisdom. 


Peace and Nonviolence: Lollards embraced nonviolence and pursued peace, emphasizing 
reconciliation, justice, and inner harmony. They sought to be peacemakers in their interactions 
with others and advocated for social and economic justice. 


Worship and Service: Lollardy promoted simple, structured worship, with meaningful hymns, 
focused sermons, significant scripture readings, and heartfelt prayers. The aim was to create a 
worship experience that actively engaged believers with God and avoided excessive rituals and 
empty words. 


